AUTHOR S  FOREWORD

from the tribes, whereas we have only had a handful of political officers
trying to pursue amid the difficulties of war the peaceful policy of progress
in the Protectorate. And in that lies perhaps one of the most important
aspects of their work. There are 100,000 Hadhrami in the Far East, in
East Africa and in the centres of Islam. There has been plenty of evidence
that our care for their homeland has done much to make them ally
themselves with our cause.

I have dedicated this book to my wife, not because (though it is quite
true) "without her help it would never have been written," but because
without that help there would have been little to write about. I hope I may
be forgiven for saying that she, like many others, is an exception to Freya
Stark's dictum that "The British appear to be popular wherever they go
until they come to settle with their wives." Nevertheless, as we all know,
there is a lot in that statement and if I may add one word more to those
contemplating a Colonial service career, it is, choose a wife who will not
only share your life but that of the people amongst whom she and you
will live.

I started by saying (and I hope the public repetition shows I am in
earnest) that I am never going to write another book, but if I were I would
dedicate it to those who have made possible the progress of the Aden
Protectorate during the kst few years. Firstly to our predecessors from
Captain Haines onward to Colonel Lake who made and kept the friendship
of the Arabs through a hundred difficult years of little encouragement
and litde money, and secondly to Sir Bernard Reilly,, the Colonial Office
and the Royal Air Force who have encouraged and made possible every
forward move.

t My next book I think would be dedicated to the Royal Geographical
Society and the Royal Central Asian Society, not because they have so
generously given medals to my wife and myself but because they have
done so much to encourage interest in these lands and thereby stimulated
much of the progress made.

Thirdly, I would dedicate one to all the unofficial travellers and particu-
larly to Freya Stark, not because she paid,us the charming compliment of
dedicating her last book to us, certainly not because, like many another
traveller, she has caused, officials many an aaxkus moment, not alone
because of precious friendship, but because her sympathy with and under-
standing of these people expressed with her eloquent pen has also contributed
sreadv to widen inters in them.
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